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What is a data space?

Data space

Interoperable framework, based on 

common governance principles, 

standards, practices and enabling 

services, that enables trusted data 

transactions between participants. 

CEN Workshop Agreement 18125 (available here)
and Data Spaces Support Centre’s Glossary (here)
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https://www.cencenelec.eu/media/CEN-CENELEC/CWAs/RI/2024/cwa18125_2024.pdf
https://dssc.eu/space/bv15e/766061638/1+Key+Concept+Definitions
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What is the DSSC?

325/06/2025

Data Space Support Centre (DSSC)

The Data Spaces Support Centre supports 

the deployment of the common European 

data spaces, that collectively create a data 

sovereign, interoperable and trustworthy 

data sharing environment, to enable data 

reuse within and across sectors, fully 

respecting EU values, and supporting the 

European economy and society.

www.dssc.eu

http://www.dssc.eu/
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The virtual organisation and EU-funded 
project which supports the deployment of 
common European data spaces and 
promotes the reuse of data across sectors.

Partners Associated partners
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DSSC mission
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Promote adoption 
through support activities, 
a knowledge-sharing 
platform, and engagement 
with stakeholders.

Assist the European 
Data Innovation Board 
in setting guidelines for 
common European data 
spaces.

Co-create, develop and 
evolve guidance through 
assets and services such as 
the data spaces “Blueprint”, 
together with stakeholders 
and experts.

Facilitate interoperable 
data sharing across sectors 
while respecting the EU 
values.

Support the 
EU Data 
Strategy

Coordinate the 
development 

of a data 
space 

blueprint

Support 
community of 
stakeholders

Support the 
European 

Commission
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Positioning of the DSSC within the EU Data 
Strategy implementation actions
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European Commission support 
for data space development

Roles and Offerings of the DSSC and the Simpl programme

We engage and create a 
community of EU-funded data 
space initiatives and beyond 
— learning also from others, 
including the private sector.

We distill insights from 
community input, practices, 
and standards into valuable 
contributions for the next 
stages.

Volunteer experts and staff 
collaborate in working groups 
to share knowledge and co-
develop guidance.

Expert contractors and soon, 
the open-source community 
select, adapt, and maintain 
software components for core 
data space functionality.

We support European data 
spaces in progressing from 
learning to designing, building, 
and operating.

We share our assets to keep 
EU-funded data spaces and 
other stakeholders informed 
of their availability and 
development.

• Relationship management 
and facilitation of a 
Community of Practice 
for EU-funded data spaces

• Facilitation of a broader 
stakeholder network 
beyond data spaces 
through thematic groups 
(technical, business, legal, 
etc.)

• Review of pre-existing 
specifications and 
standards

• Review of pre-existing 
open-source software 
for data sharing and 
related functions

• Starter Kit

• Design Principles

• Glossary and 
Conceptual Model

• Blueprint, specifying 
functional building blocks 
for a generic data space

• Co-Creation Method to 
help designers select 
suitable building blocks 
for their data space

• Simpl-Open: open-source 
software stack powering 
data spaces and cloud-to-
edge federation

• Simpl-Live: deployment of 
Simpl-Open in specific 
data space instances

• Simpl-Labs: testing 
environment for Simpl-
Open interoperability

• Radar: crowdsourced 
catalogue of operational 
data spaces and their 
characteristics in the EU 
and beyond

• Toolbox: crowdsourced 
catalogue of components 
implementing parts of the 
Blueprint’s functionalities, 
including software, 
business, and legal

• Support services

• Upcoming CEN/CENELEC 
Maturity Model to assess 
compliance with EU 
legislation and guidance

• Communications: 
website, social media, etc.

• Public engagement: 
webinars, live events, 
participation in related 
initiatives

• Engagement of 
Standard Development 
Organisations

Community 
building

What
we do

What
we offer

Distillation Synthesis Build
Guidance & 
support

Dissemi-
nation
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DSSC Network of Stakeholders (NoS)
Initiatives and bodies DS need to 

collaborate with for alignment  
and/or holistic picture.

Bring requirements, knowledge, 
influence, alignment.

Set up, run or provide 
technology for Data Spaces.

Hands-on community 
Learn from each other, align, 

contribute.

Enablers, influencers and users of  Data 
Spaces. Have expertise  on the matter. 

They have committed resources. 
Advice, give direction 

and contribute.

Community of Practice 
(CoP)

Data Space initiatives & Building 
block implementers

Collaborations and liaisons 
Relevant initiatives and bodies

SDOs EDIB

Strategic Stakeholder 
Forum (SSF)

Organisations with expertise 
in Data Spaces

Data Spaces Support CentreSupport Assets

Community
Building

Distillation Synthesis
Guidance and 

support
Dissemination

Key activities

• Thematic Groups 
(Business, Governance, 
Technical) co-learning

• Expert Groups (narrow 
scope) for the co-
creation of assets
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Language

Mobility

Energy

Health

Manufacturing Green Deal

Smart cities

Skills

Public sector 
procurement

Tourism

Cultural Heritage

Media

Completed projects

+ Collaboration with Simpl

Community
Building

Distillation Synthesis
Guidance and 

support
Dissemination
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• Multi-
stakeholder platform
representing the 
diversity of DSSC users

• 44 members in the 
Strategic Stakeholder 
Forum

• Targeting presence in 
all EU MSs (and beyond)

1025/06/2025

EC different DGs

RTOs

National/Regional data spaces 
enabling initiatives

Industry Associations

Non-Profit Associations & Technology Platforms

Industry SMEs, Large and MidCaps

National Public Authorities & Agencies

DG SANTE

St
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Community

Building
Distillation Synthesis

Guidance and 
support

Dissemination
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100+ initiatives engaged for synergies, alignment, 
knowledge sharing and bringing requirements

1125/06/2025

European Data Initiatives
R&I projects contributing to 

data spaces

Standardisation Bodies

HPC Initiatives

Cybersecurity 
Community

Global & International Initiatives

Other Initiatives

AI Initiatives

Cloud to Edge Initiatives

EDIHs, Hubs

Skills Initiatives

(ended) Data Platform (H2020)

(ended) Data-Driven Innovation 
Hubs (H2020)

(ended) Big Data Technologies and 
Extreme Scale Analytics (H2020)

Data sharing in the common 
European data spaces (HE)

Strengthening Europe’s Data 
Analytics Capacity (HE)

(ended) Big Data Solutions for 
Energy (HE)

Integration of Data Life Cycle, 
Architectures and Standards (HE)

EOSC (Association, Projects)

Destination Earth Initiative

JRC
DG DIGIT/SEMIC

Open Data Portal

DG Sante (EHDS)

AI on Demand Platform

Adra-e

AI TEFs

Alliance for Industrial 
Data, Edge & Cloud

Cloud to Edge projects of DEP

DSBA Hubs

EDIHs Network – Data 
Transformation Accelerator

Advanced Digital Skills programme of DEP

EuroHPC JU
European Cybersecurity 

Organisation
European Cybersecurity 

Competence Centre

eArchiving Initiative

European Green Digital Coalition

Digital Product Passport

IPCEI Next Generation Cloud 
Infrastructure and Services

Digital Identity wallet 
projects of DEP 

Copernicus & Space 
programmeAI-driven data operations and 

compliance technologies (HE)

Eurostat

AI Factories

Community
Building

Distillation Synthesis
Guidance and 

support
Dissemination
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Collection of standards

• A map of existing de-facto/de-jure 
standards and reference implementations 
candidates for the technical descriptions 
of the Building Blocks

• In co-creation with the data spaces 
initiatives and stakeholders

• 130 collected standards 
(Sep 2023)

• Available through DSSC 
website

• Open for contributions 
(feedback form)

1225/06/2025

Community
Building

Distillation Synthesis
Guidance and 

support
Dissemination
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The Glossary and 
the Conceptual Model
• Data spaces are 

a new discipline. 

• Among practitioners, 
concepts and terminology 
can be ambiguous or subject 
to different interpretation.

• Converging on language 
is necessary for clarity 
and collaboration.

1325/06/2025

Community
Building

Distillation Synthesis
Guidance and 

support
Dissemination
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The Starter Kit
• An easy introduction to data spaces 

and Data Spaces Support Centre

• For data space designers, data 
producers, data consumers, providers 
of intermediary services, or services a 
business applications.

1425/06/2025

Community
Building

Distillation Synthesis
Guidance and 

support
Dissemination
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The Blueprint
• The collection of building blocks and components that make most 

typical data spaces.

• Building block = required capability for a data space

• Business & organisational

• Technical 

• Functional description and related recommended standards.

• Supporting the choices you face in designing a data space or 
performing gap analysis vs pre-existing systems.

• Common specifications

• Co-Creation Method: design decisions for individual data spaces

• Still one iteration ahead (Blueprint v3.0 expected in January 2026)

Community
Building

Distillation Synthesis
Guidance and 

support
Dissemination

2.0
The Data Spaces Blueprint
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The Co-creation Method 2.0

Introduction DSSC 1625/06/2025

Life cycle stages Data Space Development Processes

Links to Building Blocks

Exploratory

Preparatory

Implementation

Operational

Scaling

Align stakeholders 
on the data 
space scope

Develop Use Cases 
and Identify Functional 

Requirements

Functional 
Analysis and Data 

Space Design

Establish 
Organisational 

Form

Establish Data 
Space Agreements 

and Policies

The development 
processes are:

• are connected to both 
the green and the blue 
building blocks;

• provide the order in 
which building blocks 
should be used;

• help explain the 
relationships between 
the building blocks.

Community
Building

Distillation Synthesis
Guidance and 

support
Dissemination
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Community
Building

Distillation Synthesis
Guidance and 

support
Dissemination

• Design principles are guidelines that 
assist data space initiatives making 
informed decisions while minimizing the 
risks of data space design and 
development flaws

• They focus on core values essential for the 
success of data spaces

• The identified design principles are built 
upon the expertise of data space 
professionals

• Discussion paper on the importance of 
Synergies of data spaces

• To understand synergies from multiple 
perspectives and to explore the role of 
synergies at different stages of data space 
development

• Piloting with DS initiatives

Design principles & synergies
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Toolbox (with links to 
Co-creation & Blueprint)

1825/06/2025 https://toolbox.dssc.eu

Community
Building

Distillation Synthesis
Guidance and 

support
Dissemination

https://toolbox.dssc.eu/
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Community
Building

Distillation Synthesis
Guidance and 

support
Dissemination

Insight Series Webinars

Publications

Website & Social Media YouTube channel

Events

Next DSS – Date not 
yet set (early 2026)
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DSSC & Intersections with EOSC and the 
Research Community (not exhaustive)
• Community Engagement

• EOSC Association in the DSSC SSF
• EOSC projects engaged early in the DSSC lifetime
• Thematic Groups for co-learning
• Joint Workshops & Community events (DSS, EOSC Symposium, e-IRG 2024, …)
• Common key stakeholders (AI/Cloud, infrastructure, Simpl, …)

• Cross Domain use Case Pollination
• Research Data contributing to uses cases from other DS (e.g. Health, Green Deal)
• Industrial data for research purposes

• Technical intersections
• Interoperability, Data/Metadata
• Standards
• Design Principles
• …

• Governance & sustainability intersections
• EU and national coordination
• Funding schemes (DEP, HE, …)
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Where to find out more
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Join our 
community

Use our 
resources

Get 
support

Sign up for the 
newsletter

../../../../../../08_Communication_PR/09_Project%20presentation/tinyurl.com/dssc-get-involved
../../../../../../08_Communication_PR/09_Project%20presentation/tinyurl.com/dssc-knowledge-base
../../../../../../08_Communication_PR/09_Project%20presentation/tinyurl.com/dssc-support
../../../../../../08_Communication_PR/09_Project%20presentation/tinyurl.com/dssc-newsletter
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Thank you!
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